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PLATYPUS ‘DEATH TRAPS’
Geoff Williams, Australian Platypus Conservancy

Above: Adult male platypus found dead in 

enclosed cray trap in Yarra River. Photo: Mike 

Sverns. Image provided by DEWLP (Department 

of Environment, Land, Water and Planning)
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IT’S TIME TO BAN THE USE

OF ENCLOSED YABBY TRAPS 

Editor’s note: Geoff Williams has been Director 

of the Australian Platypus Conservancy since 

its foundation in 1994. Before that, he was 

Director of Healesville Sanctuary in Victoria 

(1988−1993) and Assistant Director of 

Sydney’s Taronga Zoo (1985−1988).

Yabbies can be captured safely and effectively 

in hoop or lift nets. Photo: Geoff Williams

Two of the fi ve platypuses found dead in opera house traps in Labertouche Creek. Photo: Mike Sverns

Two opera house traps containing fi ve drowned platypuses, discovered in Labertouche Creek.  Photo: Mike Sverns

A healthy platypus. Photo: Geoff Williams


