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EASTERN QUOLL - PHOTO BY BRONWYN FANCOURT

The spots on an eastern quoll are as individually unique as fingerprints on humans. For more information see page 10
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From the President’s desk
Suzanne Medway AM - President

Wildlife rehabilitators play a vital role in 

conservation of Australian wildlife and the 

Australian Wildlife Society would like to see 

these special carers recognised and rewarded

Australian Wildlife 
Society Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Award

Tasmanian devil at Devil Ark, photographed by Callum Meney. “This particular devil took quite a bit 

of interest in my camera and was trying to inspect me as I approached it for a photograph.” For 

more information about Devil Ark see page 16

Application process
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REINTRODUCING
LOCALLY EXTINCT MAMMALS
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SUZANNE MEDWAY

Numbat
Myrmecobius 

fasciatus

Presumed Extinct.  
Vulnerable. 

Bilby
Macrotis lagotis

Presumed Extinct
Vulnerable

Brush-tailed bettong 

(or woylie)
Bettongia 

penicillata penicillata) 

Presumed 
Extinct
Extinct

Bettongia penicillata ogilbyi

Bettongia penicillata penicillata 

Bridled nail-tail wallaby

Onychogalea fraenata

Presumed Extinct

Endangered

Above left: Numbat
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Mitchell’s hopping 

mouse
Notomys 

mitchellii

Presumed 
Extinct
Not Listed

Notomys
N. 

michellii
Notomys

Greater stick-nest rat
 Leporillus 

conditor

 Presumed 
Extinct
Vulnerable

Numbat

Bilby

Bridled nail-tail wallaby
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Boodie − burrowing 

bettong
Bettongia lesueur

Presumed Extinct
Extinct

Golden bandicoot
Isoodon 

auratus

Presumed Extinct
Vulnerable

I. macrourus) 

I. obesulus

Golden bandicoot

Boodie - burrowing bettong

Brush-tailed bettong
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Dasyurus viverrinus) 

THE EASTERN QUOLL
BRONWYN FANCOURT

Toxoplasma 
gondii

Above: Black and tan eastern quolls were once 

thought to be two different species, but they 

are just like the blondes and the brunettes of 

the quoll world.
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Reproduction success still appears high, with nearly all quolls carrying a full compliment of six 

pouch young.

Quolls were trapped using PVC devil traps.
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Bronwyn Fancourt was awarded grants from 

the Australian Wildlife Society in 2010 and 

2011 for her honours and PhD research 

investigating the cause of decline of the 

eastern quoll in Tasmania. More recently, 

Bronwyn worked at the Mulligans Flat 

Woodland Sanctuary in the ACT, and is 

currently working in Queensland researching 

ways to improve feral cat management in 

eastern Australia.The spots on an eastern quoll are as individually unique as fingerprints on humans.

It’s standing room only in Mum’s pouch as the young reach 60 days of age.

Eastern quolls are bold around people and 

can often be seen scavenging on food scraps 

around car parks and camp grounds.



13Australian Wildlife  Vol 3 - Winter 2016

WILDLIFE ANIMAL OF THE YEAR 
EASTERN QUOLL

Despite not being listed under the Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), eastern 

quolls (Dasyurus viverrinus) are now thought to be extinct on 

the mainland of Australia and are listed as Regionally Extinct 

under the Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in 

Victoria (2013). 

The last sighting was in Vaucluse, Sydney in 1963. As 

populations are now only found in the state of Tasmania, 

this presents the only option for a reintroduction of eastern 

quolls to the mainland of Australia.

The Eastern Quoll Mainland Working Group was formed in 

2008 by a number of individuals representing institutions 

who had extensive experience with importing, breeding 

and releasing eastern quolls into free-range, predator-free 

fenced sites. Government and private institutions across 

various states are now working towards the common goal 

of establishing eastern quolls on the mainland. Creating a 

formal Eastern Quoll Mainland Recovery Team is a required 

transition to assist in completing the objectives.

The team have detailed a list of objectives which include the 

following:

Short-term

awareness and support.

Mid-term

quolls in semi-wild, feral-animal free sites.

Long-term

of Australia.

Current research indicates that there are four distinct genetic 

clusters of wild eastern quoll populations in Tasmania. 

Isolation of these populations has been documented by 

Dr Maria Cardosa et al. (2014). Each cluster has unique 

variation that is likely to be important from an adaptive 

perspective. Dr Andrew Weeks (2014) recommended that 

the mainland population should seek to have representation 

of the genetics from each cluster, thereby providing 

maximum genetic diversity and adaptive capacity. It is 

essential and expected for the key interest groups and 

responsible institutions to co-ordinate their work towards 

this common goal.

The Eastern Quoll Mainland Recovery Team plays an 

integral role in ensuring the community, government and 

research activities are (i) undertaken in support of eastern 

quoll conservation through the implementation of the action 

statement, (ii) are aligned and coordinated, and (iii) that the 

knowledge is shared as a basis for informed action. 

An underlying principle of the working group is that all the 

members will play a significant role relevant to the overall 

objectives in turn benefiting through the knowledge gained 

and achieving efficiencies in plan implementation.

Current trades and agreements with supporting Tasmanian 

institutions (Tasmanian Quoll Conservation Program) have 

assisted in supplying new bloodlines when available to 

contribute towards our objectives. This is on the basis 

all stock is contained within the group’s possession and 

surplus or security populations may be harvested in the 

future. They effectively manage their populations with 

recommendations made in accordance with the only 

formal studbook used in Tasmania that is co-institutionally 

managed.

Functions of the Eastern Quoll 

Mainland Recovery Team

The primary function of The Eastern Quoll Mainland Recovery 

Team is to coordinate implementation of the action statement. 

To achieve this, the Eastern Quoll Mainland Recovery Team 

(EQMRT) holds regular meetings which will have the primary 

purpose of sharing information, coordinating implementation 

activities and reporting to partners on progress and 

implementation issues, as a means of ensuring effective 

implementation of the action statement. 

The team provides information and advice to all relevant 

institutions and authorities within the team as appropriate on 

eastern quoll conservation issues.

EASTERN QUOLL MAINLAND RECOVERY TEAM
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Dasyurus 
viverrinus

  

EASTERN QUOLL BREEDING AND 
SPECIES RECOVERY PROGRAM
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Back from the brink
The last efforts to save the Tasmanian devil from the threat of extinction
Callum Meney
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Around 180 devils have been born at Devil Ark since the project was launched in 2011

Above: Every single devil at Devil Ark is 

completely free of DFTD and entirely healthy

Devils undergo frequent medical checkups to ensure they are healthy and not in threat of any illnesses

Although devils may look aggressive, they are quite shy and elusive. The Tasmanian devil featured in 

this photograph is actually just yawning
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The enclosures or ‘yards’ at Devil Ark are extremely spacious so as to imitate natural environments

Team members truly know each devil personally and have personal relationships with each animal
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LETTING LOOSE THE NEXT LANTANA

Clidemia hirta

On the move

Local fury

Andrew Cox, CEO, Invasive Species Council

KOSTER’S CURSE

Above: Koster’s curse growing densely under 
a young albizia plantation on Hawaii Island, 
Hawaii. Photo: JB Friday
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Keeping us in the dark

Map of Queensland showing where the outbreak of Koster’s curse is occurring
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Wambenger

Phascogale tapoatafa
P. calura

Above: Adults have a head and body length of 

about 20 cm, a tail length of about 20 cm and 

weigh 110 - 235 grams

What’s a wambenger?
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A wambenger’s black ‘bottlebrush’ tail has hairs as long as a matchbox (50 mm)

A brush-tailed wambenger forages for invertebrates on the bark of a jarrah tree

You can see from this picture that a wambenger’s teeth are very sharp and pointy, with two obvious 

canines near the front.  This dentition points to a carnivorous diet, one that requires the right tools 

for lots of chopping up and slicing of food.  Wambengers are known to eat mice, especially baby 

ones, so this (together with their insectivorous diet) can make them useful garden additions for 

keeping pest species down
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How Can You Help?

Simon Cherriman is passionate about Australian wildlife. Simon grew up in 

the hills near Perth in Western Australia. When he was a child, the bushland 

surrounding home drew him out each weekend to explore, watch, climb and 

listen to the natural world. He collected birds’ nests and swam in creeks, 

watched kangaroos graze and skinks scurry under rock crevices. He learnt first-

hand how nature works and this shaped his being forever.

To help spread his passion, he established iNSiGHTOrnithology in 2008, 

a unique, one-man environmental business which aims to engage and 

inspire people about the environment, mainly through the science of birds 

(ornithology). He is based in Perth, Western Australia.

He is an environmental educator, specialising in wildlife filmmaking, but he also 

uses photography, writing, public presentations and guided walks, all with the 

aim of educating and inspiring others about the beauty of our natural world. He 

believes this is a necessary cause because the human population is becoming progressively isolated from the natural 

world, and losing sight of the reality of our situation; we depend on a healthy Earth to survive. Reconnecting people 

with nature is vitally important if we are to understand that ecology is the law by which everything on Earth is governed, 

even people. It all starts with taking note of the plants and animals in our backyards. This interest can then spread to 

streets, local bush reserves, then regions, states and so on. The more we understand, the more we appreciate and the 

more likely our decisions will be made with consideration for preserving ecological relationships.

His website is available to provide environmental services to schools and environmental interest groups, individuals, 

consultants and government departments. http://simoncherriman.com/Simon_Cherriman/Home.html

Simon is fascinated by the link between humans and nature, how we separate ourselves from it. We depend on 

society for many things, but how ultimately we are just elements of a natural system. Mother Nature surrounds us and 

influences all that we do, directly or indirectly. She owns us and controls us.

At 250 mm, a wambenger’s tail can be longer than its body.  Sharp claws and highly flexible ankle 

joints allow them to climb down tree limbs as though gravity doesn’t exist

The underside of a wambenger’s foot showing the finely keeled foot pads
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Rhinella marina
Bufo marinus

Peter Hardiman

 

Distribution

Cane toad
Cane toad (Rhinella marina; formerly Bufo marinus)
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Habitat

Feeding and diet

Other behaviour and 
adaptations

Life cycle

Management

Danger to humans and first aid

General

Mating and reproduction

Predators, parasites and 
diseases
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Economic/social impacts

Current methods to control 
cane toads

How effective is physical 
removal of toads?

New hope in the face of toad 
invasion
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en masse

‘Genetic backburning’

‘Toad sausages’

A sign at Kununurra, a town in far northern Western Australia located at the eastern extremity of the Kimberley region approximately 37 kilometres from 

the border with the Northern Territory.
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Book Reviews

Australian Wildlife After Dark by Martin 

Robinson and Bruce Thomson

Australian Wildlife After Dark

Publisher: CSIRO Publishing
RRP: $35

Ultimate Wildlife Destinations by Samantha 

Wilson

Ultimate Wildlife Destinations 

Publisher: New Holland Publishers
RRP: $29.99

The Colouring Book of Cards and Envelopes: 

Nature by Rebecca Jones

Publisher: Allen & Unwin
RRP: $14.99

The Snow Wombat by Susannah Chambers, 

Illustrated by Mark Jackson

Publisher: Allen & Unwin
RRP: $24.99

On the River - Come With Me From the 

Mountains to the Sea... by Roland Harvey

Publisher: Allen & Unwin
RRP: $24.99

Natural World by Amanda Wood and Mike Jolley

Natural World

Publisher:  Allen & Unwin
RRP:  $35.00
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Bequest Program for wildlife 
conservation work
The Society has a Bequest Program to assist with their wildlife 

conservation work across Australia. Interested members are invited 

to complete the bequest form on page 46 in this issue of “Australian 

Wildlife” and send it to the National Office for processing.

In recent times much of the Bequest Program has been dedicated 

to our Society’s environmental education programs, which are 

designed to educate the next generation of young Australians about 

our precious native wildlife in all its forms. There is an urgent need for 

further wildlife conservation work in this field.

Many families have already included a bequest in their personal 

last will and testament dedicating funds to the ongoing wildlife 

conservation work of the Society. You might like to consider 

including a bequest to the Society in your own will.

Friends of Australian Wildlife Society
The Society has been dramatically expanding its conservation and 

environmental work program and has embarked on an exciting 

new chapter in its history of wildlife conservation in Australia. 

You can be a part of the Australian Wildlife Society’s conservation 

future by becoming a ‘Friend’. Application form is available from 

our national office.

University Grants Scheme
The Society already offers Wildlife University Research Grants of 

$1,000 each for honours/postgraduate students currently studying 

at any university in Australia, but the new award is aimed at a more 

significant level and for potentially a larger sum of funding to study 

wildlife conservation at the University of Technology Sydney.

The aims of this scholarship are: 1) to benefit the preservation of 

Australian wildlife by supporting applied scientific research with a 

wildlife conservation focus; 2) to further the Society’s commitment 

to environmental education by supporting science students with a 

research interest in conservation; and 3) to increase awareness of, 

and attract new members to, the Wildlife Preservation Society of 

Australia and its wildlife conservation work.

We can also name a University Wildlife Education Scholarship 

after any person who is prepared to make a significant donation 

to this innovative 

program. We currently 

have ten national 

scholarships and 

a major university 

scholarship scheme 

at the University of 

Technology Sydney. 

We would be pleased 

to provide further 

information to 

members at any time.

Please contact the 

National Office at 

any time for further 

details of the Bequest 

Program, the Friends 

of Australian Wildlife 

Society and the 

University Grants 

Scheme.
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Card No. __/__/__/__/ __/__/__/__/ __/__/__/__/ __/__/__/__/ Expiry date ___ /___

Name on card Signature
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PO Box 42
Brighton Le Sands NSW 2216
Tel: (02) 9556 1537
Fax: (02) 9599 0000
Email: accounts@aws.org.au

You may also commit by visiting www.wpsa.org.au and registering online

Name: Dr / Mr / Ms / Mrs / Miss
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Phone: Home Work

Email:

 I want to join the Friends of WPSA and give by automatic deduction each month to help protect our unique native 
wildlife and its important habitat

I will give via: Credit Card (please complete authority form below)

 062 000
 1043 2583

Wildlife 
Preservation Society of Australia
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My choice of $ per month
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wpsa.org.au. 3. Account details should be checked against a recent statement from your Financial Institution. 4. It is the donor’s responsibility to ensure 

sufficient funds are available when the payments are due to be drawn. 5. If the due date for payment falls on a non-working day or public holiday, the 

payment will be processed on the next working day. 6. For returned unpaid transactions, the following procedure will apply: AWS will advise the Donor of 
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Card Security Code (CSC) __ __ __ __

Conserving Australia’s Wildlife
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Simply fill out this form.

Name: ...............................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................

City/Suburb: ................................................................................................................... Postcode: .................................................

Telephone: ...................................................................................................................... Fax: ..........................................................

 Email: .......................................................

Individual: $55

Family: $70

Concession (pensioner/student/child): $50

E-mag (emailed as PDF, no hardcopy will be sent): $30

Associate (library, school, conservation groups): $85

Corporate: $125

Life: $2,000

(Includes postage within Australia. Add $40 for overseas postage)

Individual: $150

Family: $190

Concession (pensioner/student/child): $135

E-mag (emailed as PDF, no hardcopy will be sent): $81

Associate (library, school, conservation groups): $230

Corporate: $340

(Includes postage within Australia. Add $60 for overseas postage)

PO Box 42 Brighton Le Sands NSW 2216

Another way which you can support the work of the Wildlife Preservation Society of Australia (Australian Wildlife Society) is to remember 
us in your will.

If you would like to make a bequest, add the following codicil to your Will:

I bequeath the sum of $................ to the Wildlife Preservation Society of Australia for its general purposes and declare that the receipt 
of the Treasurer for the time being of the Society shall be complete discharge to my Executors in respect of any sum paid to the 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Australia Limited.

“The challenge to the present adult generation is to reduce the increasing pressures on the Earth and its resources - and to provide youth 
with an education that will prepare them emotionally and intellectually for the task ahead.
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 062 000
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  Wildlife Preservation Society of Australia
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