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Manta Ray, manta birostris, Great Barrier Reef
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The Great Barrier Reef was nominated as a World Heritage property in 1981. ln 1995 the
GBR Marine Park Act was amended to reflect the World Heritage listing of the Great Barrier
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maintain its diversity of species and habitats, andits ecological integrity and resilience.
Management agencies therefore must be committed to paying special attention to ensure
the recovery and continuing persistence of species whose existence is threatened.

by the Federal Government, defailing a proposed six-fold increase of protected zones and™= . ,.""These will complementexisting protection measures in place for‘the Gfeuwurner Reef =~ The fmul'pluns are expeded fo be released early next year. Any changes to regulations
f including World Heritage listing. v " _within the Marine Park ill nof come into effect unil then.

marine sanctuaries within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park that will create the largest -

network of protected marine areas in the world. Only 4.6% of the Great Barrier Reef to date is protected from extractive practices such as

fishing and collecting under current management arrangements. The weight of scientific
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evidence clearly indicates this is not enough.

Whilst there has been significant progress in implementing measures for the protection of
dugong, turtle and seabird populations, major issues remain in terms of identifying and
managing other threatened marine species in the World Heritage Area.

- Edge of Wistari Reef, Capricorn Bunker Group
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Yellow striped goat fish, mulloidichythys flavolineatus,
Great Barrier Reef
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