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The Society

ÅFormerly known as WPSA, founded in 1909.

ÅThe Swedish Consul-General for Australia, Count Birger Mörner, 
organiseda preliminary discussion on the formation of a new 
preservation body in the Consulate on 11 May 1909. 

ÅThe Hon. F E Winchcombe MLC was the first president of the 
Society (image).

ÅThe Society pioneered the recognition of the need for legal 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƭƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǳƴŀΦ
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The Society

ÅAustralian Wildlife Society (AWS) is a national not-for-profit wildlife 
conservation organization.

ÅWe are dedicated to the conservation of Australian wildlife 
through national environmental education, public awareness, 
advocacy, hands-on wildlife conservation work, and community 
involvement. 
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The Society

ÅIs registered with the ACNC.

ÅHolds regular monthly meetings.

ÅIs managed by an elected board of ten 
directors (image).

ÅIs funded through membership fees, 
sponsorship, partnerships, and 
donations. 
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Australian Wildlife Magazine

The Australian Wildlife magazine is the flagship of the Society. 
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Monthly E-Newsletter
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School Visits
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Annual Awards

ÅServentyConservation Award.

ÅWildlife Rehabilitation Award.

ÅCommunity Wildlife Conservation Award.

ÅYouth Conservation Award.
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Grants/Scholarships
ÅUniversity Research Grants.

ÅUniversity Scholarships.

ÅConservation Group Grants.
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Threatened Wildlife Photographic Competition
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Image: Candice Bartlett
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The Platypus (Ornithorhynusanatinus)

ÅSemi-aquatic egg-laying mammal (monotreme).

ÅEndemic to eastern Australia, including TAS.

- Image: platypus distribution (shaded area)

ÅThe breeding season October-March in NSW.

ÅLive in burrows near rivers and creeks.

ÅAverage lifespan of around 7 years. 

ÅPredominantly nocturnal and crepuscular.

ÅCarnivorous: worms, insect larvae, freshwater shrimps, and yabbies.

ÅTheir bill surfaces are packed with thousands of receptors.

Image: Platypus distribution map. 
Credit: Map adapted from R. Strahan 

and S. van Dyck. (2008). The 
Mammals of Australia, 3rd edition. 

(New Holland: Sydney). 

https://platypus.asn.au/distribution-numbers/
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Ecological Significance

ÅFreshwater carnivore: keeps the populations of species in lower levels of 

the food chain in check.

ÅEcosystem engineer: construction of burrows increases habitat quality, 

soil movement, modifies nutrient cycling, and provides refuge for smaller 

species. 
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Threats to Platypus

ÅPredators: dogs and foxes.

ÅFlooding and riverbank erosion. 

ÅReduced river flows due to fire and drought. 

ÅDams and river regulation.

ÅHuman activities:

-Habitat destruction from agriculture and urban development.

-Entanglement in fishing gear such as enclosed yabbytraps.

-Pollution and litter.



Platypus Alliance
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Aim to change the rules to protect native wildlife
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Open-top yabbynet Enclosed yabbytrap



19

Enclosed YabbyTraps

STATE POSITION ACTION

ACT Banned 17 September 2019

TAS Banned Prohibitions in place

VIC Banned 1 July 2019

NSW Banned 30 April 2021

SA Not Banned Predicted mid-2023

NT Not Banned TBA

WA Banned Prohibitions in place

QLD Not Banned Discussions occurring
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Conservation Status

STATE POSITION

ACT Protected

TAS Protected

VIC Vulnerable

NSW Protected

SA Endangered

NT Not present

WA Not present

QLD Protected



Platypus Conservation Action
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ÅDispose of litter appropriately. 

ÅFish responsibly. 

ÅKeep rivers clean and healthy.

ÅReduce water consumption.

ÅResponsible pet ownership.

ÅHousehold chemicals. 

ÅSafe use of pumps.

ÅEducate yourself.

ÅSign petitions #SnipRingsforWildlife.

ÅReport sightings of platypus and entanglements.



Report Sightings of Platypus
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https://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/inaturalist-australia-launched/
http://www.bionet.nsw.gov.au/


Report Sightings of Wildlife Entanglement 
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KinderPartnership
ÅThe Society has partnered with Kinder to fund vital 

projects and save endangered wildlife across 
Australia. 

ÅIn 2020, five wildlife conservation programs were 
selected:

-Cedar Creek Wombat Hospital ςNSW

-Save the Bilby Fund ςQLD

-Friends of the Western Ground Parrot ςWA

-Tasmania Wildlife Rehabilitation Council ςTAS

-Australian Ecosystems Foundation - NSW
24
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The Wombat

ÅHerbivorous, burrowing marsupial.

ÅFemales have a backward-facing pouch.

ÅClosest living relative is the koala.

ÅPolygamous: breed with more than one mate.

ÅA reinforced rump protects them from predators.

ÅCan move at speeds up to 40km/h.

ÅCn live for up to 14 years in the wild and 26 years in captivity.

ÅWombats produce cubic faeces.
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The Wombat
ÅThere are three species of wombat:

-Southern hairy-nosed wombat (Lasiorhinuslatifrons) (1)

-Northern hairy-nosed wombat (Lasiorhinuskrefftii) (2)

-Bare-nosed wombat (Vombatusursinus) (3)

Image: Karen Collins Image: WomSAT

Image: WomSATImage: WomSATImage: WomSAT

1 2 3
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Wombat (Vombatusursinus) Conservation

ÅDistributed across southeast Australia (QLD, VIC, SA, TAS).

ÅTheir main habitat is woodland. They also occur in scrubs and coastal heath.

ÅMainly feed on native grasses, tussocks, and sedges.

ÅSolitary and territorial.

ÅTunnel system (2 ς20 m in length).

ÅThreats to this species include sarcoptic mange, habitat loss, predation by feral 

dogs, and vehicle collisions.



28



29



30

Wombat Conservation Action

WomSAT- an online tool 
to report wombat and 
burrow sightings. 

Become a member of 
your local wildlife rescue 
group.

Responsible pet 
ownership. 

Drive safely. 
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The Greater Bilby (Macrotis lagotis)
ÅOnce found across 70% of Australia, today they are restricted to around 15%. 

Image: Save the Bilby Fund
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The Greater Bilby 

ÅA nocturnal, omnivorous marsupial.

ÅIts diet includes bulbs, fruit, seeds, fungi, insects, worms, termites, small 

lizards, and spiders

ÅΨaŀŎǊƻǘƛǎΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōƛƎ-eared in Greek. 

Å.ƛƭōƛŜǎΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƛƴƛŦŜȄ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ mulgascrublands in 

arid and semi-arid areas of Australia. 

ÅThey live in the wild in remote parts of western QLD, NT, and WA.
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Greater Bilby Conservation

ÅThey live in spirallingburrows (2m deep). 

ÅDigging breaks up the soil and helps with composting.

ÅThere is estimated to be fewer than 10,000 individuals. 

ÅThe bilby is listed as Vulnerable under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 

2016. Its conservation status in NSW is Extinct. 

ÅThe two main threats are competition for food from livestock and 

introduced species such as rabbits, and predation by foxes and feral cats. 

Image: Save the Bilby Fund
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Western Ground Parrot (Pezoporusflaviventris)

Å¢ƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŀǊǊƻǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘǎΦ

ÅKyloringis its Noongarname.

ÅThe parrot is a medium-sized ground-dwelling bird with a rather long tail.

ÅIt inhabits coastal heathlands with a diverse range of low-growing shrubs.

ÅIts diet consists of seeds, flowers, green fruit, and leaves.

ÅIt is listed as Critically Endangered with less than 150 birds remaining.

ÅRestricted to Cape Arid National Park and NuytslandNature Reserve in WA.

ÅUnder threat from bushfires, feral predation, and climate change. 
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