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Image: Candice Bartlett
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The Platypus (Ornithorhynus anatinus)

• Semi-aquatic egg-laying mammal (monotreme).

• Endemic to eastern Australia, including TAS.

 Image: platypus distribution (shaded area)

• The breeding season October-March in NSW.

• Live in burrows near rivers and creeks.

• Average lifespan of around 7 years. 

• Predominantly nocturnal and crepuscular.

• Carnivorous: worms, insect larvae, freshwater shrimps, and yabbies.

• Their bill surfaces are packed with thousands of receptors.

Image: Platypus distribution map. 
Credit: Map adapted from R. Strahan 

and S. van Dyck. (2008). The 
Mammals of Australia, 3rd edition. 

(New Holland: Sydney). 
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Ecological Significance

• Freshwater carnivore: keeps the populations of species in lower levels of 

the food chain in check.

• Ecosystem engineer: construction of burrows increases habitat quality, 

soil movement, modifies nutrient cycling, and provides refuge for smaller 

species. 
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Threats to Platypus

• Predators: dogs and foxes.

• Flooding and riverbank erosion. 

• Reduced river flows due to fire and drought. 

• Dams and river regulation.

• Human activities:

 Habitat destruction from agriculture and urban development.

 Entanglement in fishing gear such as enclosed yabby traps.

 Pollution and litter.



Platypus Alliance
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Aim to change the rules to protect native wildlife
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Open-top yabby net Enclosed yabby trap
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Enclosed Yabby Traps
STATE POSITION ACTION

ACT Banned 17 September 2019

TAS Banned Prohibitions in place

VIC Banned 1 July 2019

NSW Banned 30 April 2021

SA Not Banned Predicted mid-2023

NT Not Banned TBA

WA Banned Prohibitions in place

QLD Not Banned Discussions occurring
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Conservation Status
STATE POSITION

ACT Protected

TAS Protected

VIC Vulnerable

NSW Protected

SA Endangered

NT Not present

WA Not present

QLD Protected



Platypus Conservation Action
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• Dispose of litter appropriately. 

• Fish responsibly. 

• Keep rivers clean and healthy.

• Reduce water consumption.

• Responsible pet ownership.

• Household chemicals. 

• Safe use of pumps.

• Educate yourself.

• Sign petitions #SnipRingsforWildlife.

• Report sightings of platypus and entanglements.



Report Sightings of Platypus
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Report Sightings of Wildlife Entanglement 
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