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Financial Report Summary
The Society’s Directors, Finance and Investment Committee, and the Public Fund 
Committee continue to exercise tight and effective control over the Society’s 
finances, reviewing and adjusting the investment portfolio as required throughout 
the year. 

A Special Thank you 
to all Members
This will mark our 115th 
anniversary. We thank you 
most sincerely for your 
tremendous support and 
continued dedication and 
commitment to helping the 
Society preserve and protect 
Australia’s native wildlife 
and natural ecosystems 
for future generations. I 
wish every member of the 
Society a happy, healthy, and 
prosperous 2024.

Stephen Grabowski 
PRESIDENT | 31 December 2023

Donations, Bequests, and Gifts
We continued with our bequest program during the year to encourage donors to 
support our wildlife conservation work across Australia. We are incredibly grateful 
to all our members for considering using the bequest program to help the Society 
with its long-term planning. Do not hesitate to contact the National Office for 
more details on the bequest program and how to join ‘Friends of the Australian 
Wildlife Society’ to make a regular monthly donation to support our national 
wildlife conservation efforts and programs. We are a tax-deductible gift recipient 
registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission. Our public 
fund is listed on the Register of Environmental Organisations under item 6.1.1 of 
subsection 30-55(1) of the Income Tax Assessment Act 1997.

Jack Bilby 
(Dr Clive Williams Scholarship Recipient),
School of Biological, Earth and Environmental 
Sciences, University of New South Wales.

Project Title: Beating the Heat: How do 
Bandicoots Respond to Extreme Heat in Burnt 
and Unburnt Habitat?

Anne Ibbotson
School of Biomedical Sciences and Pharmacy, 
The University of Newcastle.

Project Title: The Potential for Stress and 
Reproductive Hormones to Inform Conservation 
Decisions for Endangered Amphibians.

Hannah Gerke
Fenner School of Environment and Society, 
The Australian National University.

Project Title: Measuring Movement Behaviour 
and Personality of Eastern Brown Snakes 
in Urban Areas: Snaking our Way Towards 
Successful Conflict-Driven Translocation.

Holly Farnan
Centre for Tropical Environmental 
and Sustainability Science, 
James Cook University.

Project Title: Investigating the Effects of 
Insecticide Exposure and Pathogens on 
Bee Diversity, Abundance, and Health.

Natalie Grassi
School of Environmental and Conservation 
Sciences, Murdoch University.

Project Title: Faunal Assemblages and Ecology 
at Conservation Connectivity Areas Within a 
Fragmented Agricultural Landscape.

Natarsha McPherson
School of Biological Sciences, 
The University of Adelaide.

Project Title: Distribution and Density of the 
Southern Hairy-Nosed Wombat (Lasiorhinus 
latifrons) under the Influence of Future Climate 
Change and Invasive Rabbit Competition.

Oceane Attlan
School of Biological Sciences, 
The University of Western Australia.

Project Title: Temperate Marine Ecosystems 
under Tropicalisation: An Insight of Species 
Reshuffling and Ecological Function Changes 
along the Western Australia Coastline.

Olivia Johnson
Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, 
University of Tasmania.

Project Title: Safeguarding Threatened 
Reef Species.

Paula Ruiz
Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, 
University of Tasmania.

Project Title: Mechanisms of Stability for 
Degraded ‘Turf-Dominated’ Reef States.

Raquel Parker
School of Life and Environmental Sciences, 
The University of Sydney.

Project Title: Using Carcasses to Investigate 
Ecosystem Processes in Feral Predator-Free 
Fenced Areas, NSW.

University Research Grants
The Australian Wildlife Society’s University Research 
Grants are offered to honours or postgraduate students 
at Australian universities conducting research that 
contributes to the conservation of Australian wildlife (flora 
or fauna). Ten grants are awarded each year: one $5,000 
scholarship and nine $3,000 grants. The Society is proud 
to have awarded our first Dr Clive Williams OAM Memorial 
Wildlife Conservation Scholarship in honour of former 

Director Dr Clive Williams. The scholarship is awarded 
to the highest-ranked applicant of all our University 
Research Grants. Grants may be used to purchase 
equipment and consumables, travel expenses related to 
field research, or attend a conference where the student 
presents their research. We are delighted to announce the 
winners for 2023:

Snip Rings for Wildlife, established by the Society in 
2020, aims to raise awareness and encourage individuals 
to protect Australia’s wildlife by snipping through ring-
shaped items such as plastic rings, rubber bands, hair 
ties, loops of facemasks, and plastic dome-shaped lids, in 
their entirety, before disposing of them. 

Each year, thousands of birds and semi-aquatic, air-
breathing species such as platypus, turtles, and water 
dragons are strangled, obtain significant injuries, and 
often die horrific deaths from discarded litter, including 
ring-shaped items. Wildlife often becomes entangled 
in ring-shaped items that wrap around their beak or 
muzzle, preventing them from eating. These items can 
also tangle up their feet, wings, or fins, limiting their 
movement. Young animals 
can become trapped in these 
items, and as they grow, these 
items cut into their flesh, 
sometimes amputating limbs 
or killing the animal.

Jars, bottles, and tetra packs 
now come with a ring that 
snaps apart from the lid upon 
opening or a peel-off seal 
under the cap. While it is a 
step in the right direction, it 
poses another issue: being 
made of plastic.

The campaign operates on 
three levels: community, 
organisational, and 
governmental:

Community – Engage and 
educate community members 
and encourage them to snip 
through ring-shaped items 
(and dispose of them correctly) 
to protect Australia’s wildlife, 

Organisational – Write to 
manufacturers and businesses 
to encourage them to 
improve the design of their 
products to a wildlife-friendly 
alternative. We also encourage 
community members to 
do the same and provide a 
template letter to make it easy 
for them to do so, and 

Snip Rings for Wildlife Asset Bank & Guide

Est. 2020
Snip Rings for Wildlife

We must remind ourselves that when we work together, we can create real change!

The QR code provides access to our Snip Rings for Wildlife Asset Bank & Guide, which 
contains everything you need to share the campaign and encourage people to snip 
through ring-shaped items to protect Australia’s wildlife. Please also visit our website: 
https://www.aws.org.au/snip-rings-for-wildlife/

Safeguard our precious wildlife!
Join the fight against entanglement 

in ring-shaped objects.

Governmental – Meet with and write to 
Ministers, state and federal, to influence 
a positive change in legislation and 
policy by advocating for a ban on ring-
shaped items to protect native wildlife 
from the risk of entanglement and 
death. 

While we continue urging manufacturers 
and the government to take action, 
we ask our followers to Snip Rings for 
Wildlife. All you need to do is snip the 
ring-shaped item in half, place it in the 
bottle, put the cap back on, and then you 
can place the item in your recycling bin. 


