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The Society

• Formerly known as WPSA, founded in 1909, by bushwalkers.

• The Swedish Consul-General for Australia, Count Birger 
Mörner, organised a preliminary discussion on the formation 
of a new preservation body in the Consulate on 11 May 1909. 

• The Hon. F E Winchcombe MLC was the first president of the 
Society (Image).

• The Society pioneered the recognition of the need for legal 
protection for Australia’s flora and fauna.
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The Society

• Australian Wildlife Society (AWS) is a national not-for-profit wildlife 
conservation organisation.

• We are dedicated to the conservation of Australian wildlife (flora 
and fauna) through national environmental education, advocacy, 
and community involvement. 
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The Society

• Is registered with the ACNC and ATO.

• Is managed by an elected board of up to 
ten volunteer directors (Image).

• Holds regular monthly meetings.

• Is funded through membership fees, 
sponsorship, partnerships, and donations. 

• To achieve our mission, we are dedicated 
and have many projects in place.
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Australian Wildlife Magazine
• The quarterly magazine is the flagship of the Society.

• Promotes conservation work achieved on a national scale.
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Monthly E-Newsletter
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Promotes the work of the Society.

Highlights news from our members.

Encourages conservation action.



Education Days 
& School Visits
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Threatened Wildlife Photographic Competition

Due 30 June

A national competition that promotes threatened Australian wildlife through the medium of photography.
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Short Story Competition

Due 31 Aug

Seeks original short stories that entertain, convey a message, 
or evoke a certain mood about Australian wildlife while 

shedding light on their challenges.
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Colouring-In Competition

Due 30 Nov

Designed to inspire the younger generation to learn about 
Australia’s native wildlife via visual art and creativity. 



Annual Awards

12Due 31 Dec

Established in 1999 to Honour the conservation work of 
the Serventy family.  Awarded to a dedicated volunteer.

Serventy 
Conservation 

Award

Awarded to an individual and group working to rescue, 
rehabilitate, and release native wildlife. 

Wildlife 
Rehabilitation 

Award

Awarded to a wildlife group contributing to wildlife 
preservation in Australia.

Community 
Conservation 

Award

Inspire young people to have a stake in wildlife 
conservation by rewarding their efforts. 

Youth 
Conservation 

Awards
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Grants & Scholarships

Univeristy 
Research Grants

• Australian Honours and Postgraduate students.

• For research projects directly relevant to 
conserving Australia’s flora and fauna.

Univeristy 
Scholarships

• Postgraduate students at UNSW, UTS, UoN.

• For research projects directly relevant to 
conserving Australia’s flora and fauna.

Conservation 
Group Grants

• The Board considers requests from groups that 
place a special emphasis on wildlife preservation. 

Due 31 May
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Conservation Group Grants – 
Supported Projects

− Cedar Creek Wombat Rescue Inc & Hospital – NSW

• Wombat Hospital Development

− Guardians of the Greater Gliders – QLD

• Greater Glider Conservation

− Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre – WA

• Black Cockatoo Conservation
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Wombats

• Herbivorous, burrowing marsupial.

• Feeds on native grasses, tussocks, and sedges.

• Occurs in woodland habitats and coastal heath.

• Digs impressive tunnel systems (2 – 20 m in length) (Image).

• Distributed across southeast Australia (QLD, VIC, SA, TAS).

• Threats: sarcoptic mange, habitat loss, and vehicle collisions.

Image: Wombat Burrow, Camden, NSW.
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Wombats 

• Can live for up to 14 years in the wild and up to 32 years in captivity.

• A reinforced rump protects them from predators.

• Females have a backward-facing pouch.

• Can move at speeds up to 40km/h.

• Closest living relative is the koala.

• Wombats produce cubic faeces (Image).
Image: Wombat Faeces, Camden, NSW.
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Wombats
• There are three species of wombat:

− Southern hairy-nosed wombat (Lasiorhinus latifrons) (1)

− Northern hairy-nosed wombat (Lasiorhinus krefftii) (2)

− Bare-nosed wombat (Vombatus ursinus) (3)

Karen Collins WomSAT

Image: WomSATImage: WomSATImage: WomSAT

1 2 3

Megan Fabian
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• A NFP organisation dedicated to rescuing wombats that require medical care, 
whether it be from vehicle trauma, dog attack, or mange.  

• Run Australia’s only dedicated Wombat Hospital and aim to release wombats 
back into their home range. 
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Funds provided by the Society assisted 

Cedar Creek Wombat Hospital to: 

• Expand and upgrade their wildlife hospital, and 

• Add additional intensive care pens.
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Wombat Conservation

Report wombat and 
burrow sightings. 

Become a member of 
your local wildlife group.

Responsible pet 
ownership. 

Drive safely, between 
dawn and dusk.  
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WomSAT

• Established in 2015.

• An online tool: reporting wombat and burrow sightings and recording 

the animals’ health (sarcoptic mange rating).

• An educational resource: raise awareness of declining populations 

due to sarcoptic mange and wildlife-vehicle collisions.  

• Help scientists understand the distribution and conservation needs of 

the three wombat species.
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Conservation Group Grants – 
Supported Projects

− Cedar Creek Wombat Rescue Inc & Hospital – NSW

• Wombat Hospital Development

− Guardians of the Greater Gliders – QLD

• Greater Glider Conservation

− Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre – WA

• Black Cockatoo Conservation
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Greater Gliders

• Large gliding nocturnal marsupial.

• There are three species of greater gliders:

- Central greater glider (Petauroides armillatus) 

- Northern greater glider (Petauroides minor) 

- Southern greater glider (Petauroides Volans) 

• Found in eucalypt forests across Australia’s eastern coast.

• Northern gliders live in QLD, and southern and central gliders live in parts of 

south-east QLD, NSW, and VIC.

Southern Greater Glider.  Image: Josh Bowell.
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Greater Gliders

• Long, furry, prehensile tail and large furry ears.

• Can glide up to 100 metres in one jump (200 times their body length).

• Thick, dark grey-brown fur on their back and creamy white fur on their 

underside.  Different colour morphs.

• Live high in the canopy, use hollow-bearing trees for shelter (30m high).

• Their dens/hollows are often lined with leaves and strips of bark.

•  Herbivores, feeding almost exclusively on Eucalyptus leaves and buds.

Dr Hayley Stannard
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Greater Gliders
• Listed as Endangered, nationally EPBC Act 1999.

• Threats: 

- Deforestation: habitat loss and fragmentation through clearing and 

logging old-growth forests.  

- Climate change: gliders are heat-sensitive.  As temperatures rise, this 

will impact their habitat (bushfires), food quality, and stress levels. 

- Barbed wire fencing: entanglement (thin gliding membrane). 

- Predation by owls e.g., powerful owl and sooty owl. 

•   Greater gliders play a crucial role as indicators of forest health.

Alexandra Seddon
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• Aim to raise their profile, encourage successful conservation outcomes, 
and provide additional support in 2024 to ensure their survival. 

• GOGG was established to raise funds for greater glider conservation in 
Queensland.

• Identify preferred trees, hollows, and nest boxes: 
― VHF collars will be attached to gliders to 

monitor their movements.

• Determine ideal conditions within glider hollows:
― Data loggers will record temperature and 

humidity across seasons.
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Greater Glider Conservation
• Advocate for stronger nature laws to protect habitat and 

prevent unsustainable logging of hollow-bearing trees.

• Sign petitions and contact your local MP.

• Donate to greater glider research, projects, and appeals.

• Plant native vegetation to restore habitat for gliders.

• Avoid the use of barbed wire.

• Learn how to make a ‘Goldilocks’ nest box and donate it to 

greater glider recovery efforts.

• Join wildlife groups and report any greater glider sightings.

Josh Bowell
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Conservation Group Grants – 
Supported Projects

− Cedar Creek Wombat Rescue Inc & Hospital – NSW

• Wombat Hospital Development

− Guardians of the Greater Gliders – QLD

• Greater Glider Conservation

− Kaarakin Black Cockatoo Conservation Centre – WA

• Black Cockatoo Conservation
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Black Cockatoos 

In Australia, there are five species of black cockatoos:

1. The glossy black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami)

2. The yellow-tailed black cockatoo (Zanda funereal)

3. The Carnaby’s black cockatoo (Zanda latirostris)

4. The Baudin’s black cockatoo (Zanda baudinii)

5. The red-tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksia)

― The forest red-tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksii naso) 

is a sub-species of the red-tailed black cockatoo.

Black Cockatoo Distribution Maps. 
Images: Birdlife Australia.
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Black Cockatoos in WA

Endangered 
Carnaby's black cockatoo 

(Zanda latirostris)
Image: Rebecca Harris.

Endangered
Baudin's black cockatoo

(Zanda baudiini)
Image:  Kaarakin.

Vulnerable
Forest red-tailed black cockatoo
(Calyptorhynchus banksii naso)

Image: Joe Ball.

South-west corner of WA,
 incl. Perth.  Maps: Kaarakin.
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Black Cockatoos
• Black cockatoos like to eat the seeds of native plants such as Marri, 

Hakea, and Banksia.  Plant preferences vary between species. 

• Found in Jarrah, Karri, and Eucalypt forests and woodlands and nest 

in hollows of old-growth trees.  Habitat types vary between species.

• Threats:

― Habitat loss, logging, and land clearing. 

― Competition with other species (bees, galahs, corellas) for nesting hollows.

― Shot by farmers for threatening food stocks i.e. apple orchids.  

― Poisoning i.e. poisoned grain used to control mouse plagues.

― Vehicle strikes.



33

• A NFP organisation conserving black cockatoos through rehabilitation, 
revegetation, education, and research.

• Rescues wild cockatoos in distress – struck by vehicles, shot, fallen from their 
nest, attacked by bees, cats, or other birds, or suffering the effects of poisons.  

• Run education programs to raise awareness through their purpose-built 
Education Centre.
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Funds provided by the Society assisted Kaarakin in rescuing, rehabilitating, and 

releasing black cockatoos back into the wild.

Carnaby’s and Forest Red-Tailed Black Cockatoos in rehabilitation.  Image: Kaarakin. 



Black Cockatoo 
Conservation
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• Watch Black Cockatoo Crisis, 

which shines a light on the 

plight of black cockatoos.

• Write to the WA government asking 

them to implement the 12-point 

Emergency Plan.

• Plant cockatoo-friendly gardens.

• Sign up for the Save the Black Cockatoos 

and Kaarakin newsletters. 

• Write to Minister Plibersek asking for 

new laws to stop habitat clearing.
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Wildlife Conservation Campaigns
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• The Society launched Australian Wildlife Week in 2019.

• To encourage a positive relationship between humanity and nature.

• We hold events each year to encourage participation in conservation 
action, for example:

− Online Webinar and 

− Art Display.
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Candice Bartlett
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The Platypus (Ornithorhynus anatinus)

• Semi-aquatic egg-laying mammal (monotreme).

• Endemic to eastern Australia, including TAS.

− Image: platypus distribution (shaded area).

• Live in burrows along rivers and creeks.

• Average lifespan of around 7 years (up to 20). 

• Predominantly nocturnal and crepuscular.  Forage dawn and dusk. 

• Carnivorous: worms, insect larvae, freshwater shrimps, and yabbies.

• Their bill surfaces are packed with thousands of electroreceptors.

Image: Platypus distribution map. 
Credit: Map adapted from R. Strahan 

and S. van Dyck. (2008). The 
Mammals of Australia, 3rd edition. 

(New Holland: Sydney). 

https://platypus.asn.au/distribution-numbers/


44



45

Ecological Significance

• Freshwater carnivore: 

− keep species at lower levels of the food chain in check.

• Ecosystem engineer: 

− construction of burrows increases habitat quality and nutrient cycling 

through the turnover of soil.
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Threats

• Predators such as dogs and foxes.

• Flooding and riverbank erosion. 

• Reduced river flow due to drought. 

• Human activities:

− Habitat destruction from agriculture and urban development.

− Pollution and litter.

− Entanglement in fishing gear such as enclosed yabby traps.



Platypus Alliance
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Changing the rules to protect native wildlife
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Open-top yabby net Enclosed yabby trap

Banned in NSW from 30 April 2021



National Overview
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STATE/TERRITORY CONSERVATION STATUS POSITION ACTION

ACT Protected Banned 17-Sep-19

TAS Protected Banned Prohibitions in place

VIC Vulnerable Banned 1-Jul-19

NSW Protected Banned 30-Apr-21

SA Endangered Banned 1-Jul-23

NT Not present Not Banned TBA

WA Not present Banned Prohibitions in place

QLD Protected Not Banned Discussions occurring
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Queensland Update
• Fisheries Queensland (FFWG) sought feedback from the 

community reading a proposed ban on opera house nets.

• Submissions closed in May 2024.

• We are waiting for a response.
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Platypus Conservation

What can you do?

• Dispose of litter appropriately. 

• Fish responsibly. 

• Keep rivers clean and healthy.

• Reduce water consumption.

• Educate yourself.

• Sign petitions to protect wildlife.

• Report sightings of platypus and entanglements.



Report Sightings of Platypus

Graphical user interface, text, application

Description automatically generated
Graphical user interface, text

Description automatically generated
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Report sightings to iNaturalist or NSW BioNet (which regularly passes state records on to ALA). 
Help understand the distribution and conservation needs of these animals.

https://www.ala.org.au/blogs-news/inaturalist-australia-launched/
http://www.bionet.nsw.gov.au/


Report Sightings of Wildlife Entanglement 
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Australian-wide citizen science project and database that wildlife groups or the public can use to record 
sightings of entangled wildlife.
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• Cut through ring-shaped items:

− Plastic rings 

− Rubber bands

− Hair ties

− Loops of facemasks

− Plastic dome shaped lids

Before throwing them away to protect native wildlife.
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Image: Wildlife Rockhampton.

Each year, thousands of birds and semi-aquatic wildlife are strangled, 
obtain significant injuries, and often die horrific deaths from ring-shaped items.  
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Image: Unknown

Native wildlife becomes entangled in these items that wrap around their beak or muzzle, 
preventing them from eating. 



58Image: Mary Caporal PriorThese items can also tangle up their feet, wings, or fins, limiting their movement. 
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Image: Wendy Wallin

Young animals can become entrapped in these items, and as they grow, 
these items cut into their flesh, sometimes amputating limbs or killing the animal. 
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Image: WIRES Northern Rivers

Despite contacting numerous manufacturers, the issue persists. 
Jars and bottles come with a plastic ring that snaps apart from the lid upon opening 

or a peel-off seal under the cap. 
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What can you do to help protect wildlife from 

the risk of entanglement and death?
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Snip through ring-shaped items before disposing of them.
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Make us of alternatives such as peel-and-seal lids or milk cartons.
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Swap disposable facemasks for a reusable facemasks, and don’t forget to cut the loops.
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Ask for no dome-shaped lid (or straw) when ordering a drink.
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Community-Level
• Engage with and educate children and 

members of the community through:

• Our social media platforms,

• Our magazine Australian Wildlife,

• Our newsletter Wildlife Wisdom,

• Our website aws.org.au, and 

• In person at education days and 

school events.
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Organisational-Level

• Write to manufacturers and businesses to 

encourage them to improve the design of 

their products to protect native wildlife. 

• Encourage members of the community to 

do the same by providing a template 

letter (Left).
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Government-Level (National)
• Meet with and write to Ministers, state and federal, to advocate for a ban on ring-

shaped items to protect native wildlife from the risk of entanglement and death. 
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Social Media Channels

• The Society is active on five social media platforms. 

• We welcome you to join us.  Student membership is FREE!
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Summary

• Our mission is to conserve Australia’s wildlife 
(flora and fauna). 

• To conserve Australia’s wildlife, we are dedicated 
and have many projects in place to help us 
achieve our mission. 

• You can also help preserve Australia's wildlife by 
becoming a member of the Society.

• Don’t forget to #SnipRingsforWildlife.
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Contact

• Email: info@aws.org.au 

• Telephone: 0424 287 297

• Address: 9/121 Queen Street, Campbelltown NSW 2560

• Website: www.aws.org.au
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